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MR. MANNING: I dcnjt really have very much for 

you but I wanted to come down and see if there r re any 

questions I can not answer. You talked with Henry, or 

some of you did, last night, on the first day of these 

talks, and you have had the cor.imuniq .e. I think I might 

sort of go on the record with a couple of things, and then 

we can take some questions on background, 

Incidentally, before I get to the Chancellor's 

visit, for those of you who are interested, there is a 

story out of Miami about so-called hard intelligence 

information about a substantial number of so-called 

offensive medium-range missiles hidden in Cuba, which 

ays: "President Kennedy has been satisfied that the 

missiles, said to be Soviet army T-l ballistic rockets, 

are concealed in subterranean bases excavated in the 

hills of Soroa, :' n the Los Organo; mountains of Pinas 

del Rio Province . " 

*his is absolutely false. There is no such j 

! 
information > there is no such belief on the part of the 

D resident 8 I ^oii|t know whetner there is any curie icy 

abcut that, lut that is the fact. 

Q Bob, can you answer tvo other Cuoan questior|; 


e same time? >lj?*- *\ ■ ' v' s « &* ■ \. ; -\ .^.^ 

■' A , X am not really interested in /talking about/; 


%*■ r^C 


Cuba now. . 4 ■, ■-::'■•■■' r.'j-'V-? V-^fo-' ;/ ' -^ 

Q v Oh, , v: : 'i ;^"*.;' .'■■>-• *\r '4* 

A;. Also, I think I might acknowlecige ;;receipt||p ^^ 

I of a communication from thirteen meiabexs^of^theiiCorrespondin 

Association- out of the vfhat?--208'accredited.%X i :guesatJ^ 

most 6f J you are aware of the text no Vvlvhsve /.received 'J3& 

it, I as studying it, - > \ ..-,;•■& ^-^^ 

J Vl*1 ^ ^ aware; of/the iatxortance v of this^whoie^uesl^ 

of news*' If I aight putTa phrase^off ' r tho^iftcofi^Ji^hayJ^p 

co .intention <?f .becoming the kidney stone * in^the, body' t T |^V 

.:«■** ;5 •/' /•:?• ,^>; /•/ <•■'*/'"■; . A '" • )>-■;■': ^':-V ; '' ' ^V.**' ■'•,& 

politiCi.^Laughter] '-- : . ^ ,y f -/ •> .. ' '// ,i-- .V f K^^Jff 

.!.' Bafek on the record , there- is an^b Id^;.IU think ' ^ 

..-■■'■./'- ' >.■■ -4.5 .'<r vr -'i,^- .' 'ft-: j*'f <v 
traditionaU'ABeriean fa»ily sayings many fathers^liaveMtt 

. ■ ■■:■ '■ ; '; , -. >• ,-■■ ■• : -fr\" : 'tyb<» • • ■•" ' ; - ^ ^-^'imHte 

probab ly said it : "Son , ' when ^yotK -get;, -Kurt p you >>cry ;^t-^ 
out don't cry before you are hurt ; , *'1; : V'/:^.^. ■. Tjv ? 
If anybody invoi/ed in covering the ^Departnient|; : 
finds that he is having, difficulties that hV^Cjy^s are^ 
attributed to this, I would like ^very much to know and ^* 
I assure you I will take steps to; see that such mismter^ 
pratation iSMnot|put on any o^||gfe activities ^orscomment^ 
of myself or my colleagues, ■ ... ; ;1 - ; ^X:- / 

, Q Are you en the record /or? : ," 4 "-~ ' ' : :/ } 

;' ( A I am on the . reco^d^wcept xor the^ikidney s , : 

^'; '. • - --J ■'!■•■■' ■■'■■" .:.-■' .■■'; ■ • '*'*:'■/;:. ■■^■■ : . ". . r- ^'"V^—' 

'• -■>*---- ■ -♦- •-•••-- • ..-•--■,-■ ■■- '■--'• :^y : -i\\s t-^.i '*'&,; ^^y r-';$g;j t -Al./f 
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discussed, but it just uiun't happen to occupy their 
attention in this meeting, 

Q Bob, you mentioned a while ago that in a 
supposition sort of way, that things in Cuba might become 
clearer fairly soon. 

A Well, as you know, we are still waiting. 
I was going to/ask, were you referring to 
anything specific or had anything specific in mind? 

A Nothing specific in the sense that we still 
are hoping to get two important blanks filled for us in 
one way or the other. One is the nature of what 
Mr, Mikoyan and Mr. Castro ir.ay have decided or not decided, 
And, secondly ? what is the definitive Soviet pcisition 
going to be on the removal of the IL-26's? And when 
there are answers to o. A e or the other, or both of those, ojr 
partial answers t I woiud say that the situation might 
become clearer, uut until that--I was referring to those 
two points, and those two alone. 

Q But you do think that there will be something 
coming out fairly soon? 

A Wsll, here is an outstanding — our position, 
Oii th -■ 1^-28. Jor instance j is .;nown. What the definiti 
answer is- -our insistance that these are a part of the 
offensive; weapons that have to be remo\ 3d--is ; , presumab^^ 
•e are gcing to find out c^e way or the other relatively 
soon :n ttrms of whether that is imminent in terms of 
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of today or two or three days, I don't know. Obviously 
it is a very live question indeed, and live questions have 
a way of producing some suggestion of an answer, 

Q Mr. Manning, did they, for the reason that 
the Cuban question is stili up in the air a bit, also 
refrain altogether from discussing possible new 
initiatives on Berlin? 

A Yes--weli. as I think was pointed out last 
night, and as I think most of the stories reflected that 
very properly this morning, the notion that there should 
^e.-that there would be any s-nse or any profit or any 
initiative on such a thing as Berlin before we know 
whether the Cuban thing is settled or remains a point 
of confrontation between us and the USSk on this, was 
very genially accepted from the very beginning of the 
conversations. 

What I was tninki g about, though, was 
whether they discussed what might be done after the 
Cu ban question was resolved? 

A No; I can be fairl" specific about that: j 
ir *e raacter of new ideas* new initiatives, ;he specific 
thing of what mijht be done or might not be done, was 
not discussed, 

Q Tnat wnn for tn^ German question j also? 
A i es ; Germany and Berlin. 

I 
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Q Nothing either about commitment of German 

troops on Berlin? Tiicre seemed to have been some ques- 
tion on that, 

A I have no impression that that was discussed 
by any of the people concerned, It surely wasn't in the 
main meetings, and I doubt very much that it was discussed 

Now, I didn't want to cut v u off on Cuba, but I 
would ^e glad to take a couple of questions, 

Q All right. Question No. 1 is a report that 
Castro has sent word that Caba may shoot down U. S. recon- 
naisance planes? 

A I saw that on the ticker but that is 
literally axl I know about it. I am in the process of 
trying to check out whether we iA ave anything official on 
that. 

Q Secondly, was , can you update us at all on 
the status of the status c* the IL-28 ! s7 I notice that 
there is a report today that five more have been uncrated 

A I saw the report. I don't have it. The 
status of the IL-28's is that they are still there , and 
we have not gotten any agreement that they are being 
removed, Now, as to whether more are being assembled or 
not, that again I would have to check to fine out (a) 
whether d * is true, a»»d (.uj whether anybody is saying 
anything about it. I literally don't know. I think the 
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central point is that plenty of them are already uncrated, 
and that all of them are, their crates are-- 
Q How many, did you say? 
A Well, I said that plenty of them. 
Q I thought you said twenty? 
A No. 
Q Thank you, Bob* 

A You are welcome. 
Q Wait just a minute. I ha e one question 
here on Germany. I notice you speak in the communique 
about Berlin, of the viability and the freedom, and so on. 
A Yes. 

Q In the past there ha., always been a great 
deal of talk about the three es sntials, particularly the 
presence of American and Allied troops. Now there is 
no specific mention of tJut in the communique. 

A Well, don't read anything into th^t, because 
tiie Western preface remains the cent .al- -and I don't 
mean t. ^e-einpha^i^e the other two, but the Western 
presence remains the whole center of the Berlin question. 

1 I am . ire it do^s, but ^t is strange it i. 

not ui the communique. 

A l.'t;il r as a matter of fact, as a nignt* 
blooming, tentative oxpert on the couuuni-'iu^s-» 
[laughter] --I looked back at some of the others, and i 
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found that that precise phraseology has been used in 
too many of them-- [laughter] --and a certain amount of 
fatigue overtook the drafters, but X wouldn't read a 
thing into that, quite seriously, 

Q Thank you. 

[Whereupon, at 6:5S p.m., the press conference 

was concluded.] 


